Myctophid
fishes are abundant in the mesopelagic zone of the world's oceans and are thought to be one of the most promising potential resources.1) However, they have been scarcely used as food or feed resource because of their small body size, restricted knowledge on their ecolo gy and difficulty in commercial catching and processing. Most of the myctophid fishes make a daily vertical migra tion for feeding and adapt themselves to the strict environ ment such as pressure, temperature and oxygen concentra tion that change greatly. Amino acid composition and their score9) are shown in Tables 1 and 2 . In general, the amino acid profile of whole body proteins closely resembled one another, and no dis tinct differences were observed between migratory/non migratory or subarctic/tropical groups. However, the The levels of amino acids were mostly within the range of the values reported on common edible fishes.41 These results suggest that the proteins of myctophid fishes are rich in essential amino acids and nutritive protein sources like the common fishes.
